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Dear Kickapoo Tribe in Kansas and Everyone: 
 
As we are all aware about the Coronavirus known as COVID-
19 continues to spread globally and throughout the United 
States.  As the impact of the novel corona virus unfolds, we 
are facing with the impact that the virus has on all of us. 
First, of all we hope that you and your families are safe and 
secure. We recognize that the global crisis has impacted un-
certainty and insecurity for everyone. Here in Kickapoo Tribe 
Kansas we have benefited from our location and isolation from 
other neighboring Tribes and communities in a relatively thinly 
populated part of the State on Kansas.  
 
However, we are still taking all of the necessary precautions 
and following the regulations instituted by our State and Fed-
eral Government. People are not eating together in the dining 
hall, no gatherings for more than ten people permitted and 
visitors are not permitted. We thank you for your thoughtful part-
nership, support, cooperation and within compliance with the 
COVID-19 Public Health preventions, protocols and precautions. At 
this time of pandemic outbreaks and concerns, we wish you and 
your families stay healthy and safe. 
 
We wish everyone’s good health, hope, courage, patience, and 
strength during this difficult time.  
 
Nestoria Wright 
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Chance Bentley  
Meet our New Air Quality Coordinator 
New Air Quality Coordinator We’d like to introduce the 
new Air Quality Coordinator Chance Bentley. Chance is 
an environmental specialist with a background working 
with climate modeling to develop adaptation strategies in 
agro-ecological settings. Chance’s works have been pub-
lished in multiple peer-reviewed journals including Catena 
and the Journal of Hydrology. Chance completed his M.S. 
in Plant Science coursework from Florida Agricultural and 
Mechanical University (2018) and dual majored in Biology 
and Natural Resources and Environmental Studies for his 
B.S. at Kansas State University (2015). He is looking for-
ward to assisting the Kickapoo tribe in maintaining healthy 
air conditions in both indoor air and ambient air settings.  

The theme for Earth Day 2020 is climate action. The enormous challenge but also the vast opportu-
nities of action on climate change have distinguished the issue as the most pressing topic for the 50th 
anniversary. Remember the World needs you, and your actions for Earth Day April 22, 2020 
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Introduction to our New Employee 
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Earth Day is an annu-
al celebration that honors the 
achievements of the environ-
mental movement and raises 
awareness of the need to pro-
tect Earths natural resources 
for future generations. 
The first Earth Day in 1970 launched a wave 
of action, including the passage of landmark 
environmental laws in the United States. The 
Clean Air, Clean Water and Endangered Spe-

cies Acts were created in response to the first 
Earth Day in 1970, as well as the creation of the 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). Many 
countries soon adopted similar laws. 
Earth Day continues to hold major international 
significance: In 2016, the United Nations chose 
Earth Day as the day when the historic Paris 
Agreement on climate change was signed into 
force. Climate change represents the biggest chal-
lenge to the future of humanity and the life-support 
systems that make our world habitable. 

Since its inception in 1970, Earth Day continues to 
grow as a worldwide phenomenon focused on 
promoting clean living and a healthy, sustainable 
habitat for people and wildlife alike. Celebrat-
ing Earth Day serves as a conscious reminder of 
how fragile our planet is and how important it is to 
protect. 
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A novel coronavirus is a new corona-

virus that has not been previously iden-

tified. The virus causing coronavirus 

disease 2019 (COVID-19), is not the 

same as the coronaviruses that com-

monly circulate among humans and 

cause mild illness, like the common 

cold 

References 
 
CDC - https://www.cdc.gov/
coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html 
New York Times - https://
www.nytimes.com/2020/03/13/health/soap
-coronavirus-handwashing-germs.html 
List N - https://www.epa.gov/pesticide-
registration/list-n-disinfectants-use-
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The COVID-19 crisis has sent much of the world into a status of lock-

down with the closing of most schools and workplaces, social dis-
tancing guidelines, and stay at home orders. According to the 
EPA, on average people spend roughly 90% of their lives indoors 
(EPA, 2018). Amid these precautions, people are spending more 
time indoors to limit the exposure and spread of the novel Corona-
virus. Indoor air quality is essential now more than ever as people 
are spending more and more time indoors. Improving the quality of 
your home’s indoor air, which can be full of pollutants (pollutant 
levels can be 100 greater indoors compared to outside), emissions 
and germs is beneficial for many reasons and important, pandemic 
or no pandemic. But it’s perhaps even more critical to clear the air 
during the COVID-19 crisis.  

Indoor Air Practices. While you are likely disinfecting surfaces regu-
larly, you might be forgetting to clean a critical part of your home: 
the air. When cleaning and disinfecting, your homes indoor may 
accumulate harmful Volatile organic compounds (VOCs). These 
VOCs have linked to health issues such as allergies and asthma 
(Huffington Post, 2020). Be sure to open your doors (inside and 
outside) and windows as much as possible when cleaning (and 
throughout the day). Some experts even recommend sleeping with 
your windows open. Avoid to usage of fragrances and air freshen-
ers, these products only mask odors and often contain harmful 
VOCs. 
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Kickapoo Emergency Management Team  

By Craig Wahwahsuck 
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During this Covid-19 
pandemic the tribe has create 

Emergency Manage-
ment team. They meet 
daily to keep up with 
the latest information 

and how that info may affect 
our community. The meeting 
take place on the Zoom app, 
practicing social distancing. 
The team is made up of Tribal 
Council members, Tribal Fire 
and Police dept, EPA dept, 
Casino mgt, Health Clinic, Trib-
al attorney���������������������� 
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Be prepared:  

Stay informed about the local COVID-19 situation. Know where to turn for 
reliable, up-to-date information in your local community. Monitor the CDC COVID-
19 website and your state and local health department websitesexternal icon for 
the latest information. 

· Develop, or review, your facility’s emergency plan. A COVID-19 out-
break in your community could lead to staff absenteeism. Prepare alternative 
staffing plans to ensure as many of your facility’s staff are available as possible. 

· Establish relationships with key healthcare and public health partners 
in your community. Make sure you know about healthcare and public health 
emergency planning and response activities in your community. Learn about 
plans to manage patients, accept transfers, and share supplies. Review any 
memoranda of understanding (MOUs) with affiliates, your healthcare coalition, 
and other partners to provide support or assistance during emergencies. 

Create an emergency contact list. Develop and continuously update emergen-
cy contact lists for key partners and ensure the lists are accessible in key loca-
tions in your facility. For example, know how to reach your local or state health 
department in an emergency. 
 
 

 



Bank Erosion Pins Images 

The Delaware River and the K20 bridge that crosses over it are important to the 
Kickapoo Tribe and recently part of its streambank was armored with riprap. Da-
vid Hebert is hoping to unveil some of the benefits and impacts that this type of 
revetment has on various factors including water quality and fish and wildlife hab-
itat. Abstracts will be submitted to upcoming conferences in an effort to grow our 
knowledge base and invite more expertise to the Kickapoo Tribe in Kansas. The 
image shows an example of a nonpoint source (NPS) study underway at the 
Kickapoo reservation to measure the effect that riprap has on streambank ero-
sion. Look for the first update on this project next spring.   
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NPS study underway at the Kickapoo Reservation 
By David Hebert  
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This year at the Community garden things are still moving along. Planting season is upon us and we have been starting 
seeds and preparing the garden area to put some plants in the ground. With the global pandemic COVID 19 keeping us 
apart, and the kids home, now is a wonderful time to start a family garden. Teaching your children how to grow their own 
food and preserve it for later is fun and extremely rewarding.  Gardening not only provides food for your family but also 
helps the environment. Not having to drive to the store for all your produce and no plastic and Styrofoam packaging 
saves gas, money and removes waste from landfills. 

�Ɛ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�'ƌĞĞŶŚŽƵƐĞ�ǁĞ�ĂƌĞ�ŐŽŝŶŐ�ƚŽ�ŐĞƚ�ŝƚ�ƵƉ�ĂŶĚ�ŽƉĞƌĂƟŽŶĂů�ĂƐ�ƐŽŽŶ�ĂƐ�ǁĞ�ĐĂŶ͘�tĞ�ŚĂǀĞ�ƚŚĞ�ŶĞǁ�ĐŽǀĞƌ�
ĂŶĚ�ƐŝĚĞ�ƐŬŝƌƚƐ�ƌĞĂĚǇ�ƚŽ�ŝŶƐƚĂůů͘�dŚĞŶ�ǁĞ�ŶĞĞĚ�ƚŽ�ŝŶƐƚĂůů�ŵŽƌĞ�ŽƵƚůĞƚƐ͕�ƚŚĞ�ĨĂŶƐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƌĞĂƌ�ďƵŝůĚŝŶŐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ŐĞƚ�
ƚŚĞ�ŚĞĂƚĞƌ�ŽƉĞƌĂƟŽŶĂů͘�tĞ�ĚŽ�ŚĂǀĞ�Ϯ�ǁĂƚĞƌ�ƚĂŶŬƐ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�ŐƌĞĞŶŚŽƵƐĞ͕�ďƵƚ�/�ŚĂǀĞ�ďĞĞŶ�ŐŽŝŶŐ�ŽǀĞƌ�ŽƉƟŽŶƐ�
ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�tĂƚĞƌ��ĞƉƚ͘�ƚŽ�ƚƌǇ�ĂŶĚ�ĮŐƵƌĞ�ŽƵƚ�ƌƵŶŶŝŶŐ�Ă�ĚĞĚŝĐĂƚĞĚ�ǁĂƚĞƌ�ůŝŶĞ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ŐƌĞĞŶŚŽƵƐĞ͘� 
/�ǁŽƵůĚ�ĂůƐŽ�ůŝŬĞ�ƚŽ�ĞǀĞŶƚƵĂůůǇ�ďƵŝůĚ�ƌĂŝƐĞĚ�ďĞĚƐ�Ăƚ�ƚŚĞ�ŐĂƌĚĞŶ�ƚŽ�ŵĂŬĞ�ŝƚ�ĞĂƐŝĞƌ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�ĞůĚĞƌƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚŽƐĞ�ǁŝƚŚ�
ĚŝƐĂďŝůŝƟĞƐ�ƚŽ�ŐĂƚŚĞƌ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ŽǁŶ�ĨƌƵŝƚƐ�ĂŶĚ�ǀĞŐŐŝĞƐ͘�^ƚĂǇŝŶŐ�ĂĐƟǀĞ�ŝƐ�ŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶƚ�ĨŽƌ�ƐĞŶŝŽƌƐ�ĂŶĚ�ŐĂƌĚĞŶŝŶŐ�ŝƐ�Ă�
ŐƌĞĂƚ�ǁĂǇ�ƚŽ�ƐƚĂǇ�ŚĞĂůƚŚǇ͘�/�ǁŽƵůĚ�ĂůƐŽ�ůŝŬĞ�ƚŽ�ĮŐƵƌĞ�ŽƵƚ�Ă�ǁĂǇ�ƚŽ�ďƵŝůĚ�Žƌ�ďƵǇ�ƌĂŝƐĞĚ�ŐĂƌĚĞŶ�ďĞĚƐ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�
ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ�ƚŽ�ƚĂŬĞ�ŚŽŵĞ͘ 
/�Ăŵ�ůŽŽŬŝŶŐ�ĨŽƌ�ĂŶǇ�ŝŶƉƵƚ�ĨƌŽŵ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ�ĂŶĚ�ĂŶǇ�ŚĞůƉ�ǇŽƵ�ĐĂŶ�ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞ͘�dŚŝƐ�ŝƐ�ǇŽƵƌ�ŐĂƌĚĞŶ͘�/�Ăŵ�ũƵƐƚ�
ƚŚĞ�ŐƵǇ�ƚĂŬŝŶŐ�ĐĂƌĞ�ŽĨ�ŝƚ͘�zŽƵ�ĐĂŶ�ĮŶĚ�ƵƐ�ŽŶ�&ĂĐĞďŽŽŬ�ĨĞĞů�ĨƌĞĞ�ƚŽ�ũŽŝŶ�ŽƵƌ�ŐƌŽƵƉ�<ŝĐŬĂƉŽŽ��ŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ�'ĂƌͲ
ĚĞŶ͘�zŽƵ�ĐĂŶ�ĞŵĂŝů�ŵĞ�Ăƚ�ŬŝĐŬĂƉŽŽŐĂƌĚĞŶΛŐŵĂŝů͘ĐŽŵ͘�/�ůŽŽŬ�ĨŽƌǁĂƌĚ�ƚŽ�ŚĞĂƌŝŶŐ�ĨƌŽŵ�ǇŽƵ�ĂŶĚ�ƌĞŵĞŵďĞƌ�ƚŽ�
ƐƚĂǇ�ƐĂĨĞ�ŽƵƚ�ƚŚĞƌĞ͘�/Ĩ�ǇŽƵ�ĂƌĞ�Ă�ƐĞŶŝŽƌ�Žƌ�ŽƚŚĞƌǁŝƐĞ�ŝŵŵƵŶŽĐŽŵƉƌŽŵŝƐĞĚ�ƉůĞĂƐĞ�ĐŽŶƚĂĐƚ�ŵĞ�ĂŶĚ�/�ǁŝůů�ĮŐͲ
ƵƌĞ�ŽƵƚ�Ă�ǁĂǇ�ƚŽ�ŚĞůƉ�ǇŽƵ�ǁŝƚŚ�Ă�ŐĂƌĚĞŶ�ĂŶĚ�Žƌ�ƌĞĐĞŝǀŝŶŐ�ĨƌĞƐŚ�ĨƌƵŝƚƐ�ĂŶĚ�ǀĞŐŐŝĞƐ͘ 
 



What happens when you throw something away? Out of sight, out of mind…right? Wrong! 
When we dispose of anything, even simple household materials like mail, plastic cups, 
books, batteries or even tires they cause a huge impact on our environment. These seem-
ingly small impacts can create air and water pollution. Instead, we should recycle to help our 
environment and ourselves! Recycling is the process of taking unwanted items and turning 
them into something usable. 
With this in mind, our Solid Waste Program Manager, Sonny Fee, and I decided to recycle 
old automobile tires. Since tires can retain heat, stacks of unrecycled tires can create tire 
fires. These fires are nearly impossible to extinguish and can burn for months, while releas-
ing toxic smoke into the environment for you and I to breathe.  
Sonny’s idea was to create tire flower baskets for our environmental office and the local 
Head Start. He collected old, donated tires around the tribe for our project. We used environ-
mentally friendly spray paint to decorate the tires. We spent the next few days coating the 
tires in paint, adding stripes and designs too! Next, we drilled holes in the bottom of the tires 
to act as drainage holes for the flowers. All that’s left to do is to plant beautiful flowers and 
watch them grow! 
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KICKAPOO ENVIRONMENTAL OFFICE 
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Kickapoo Environmental Office  

1107 Goldfinch Rd. Horton Kansas 66439 
 

KEO Contact Information Via Emails 
 
Chance Bentley Air Quality Coordinator - Kickapoo.chance@gmail.com 
 
Christopher Fee (Sonny) Solid Waste Management Coordinator– 
Kickapoo.christopher@gmail.com 
 
Craig Wahwahsuck Brownfield/TRP –Coordinator– 
Kickapoo.craig@gmail.com 
 
David Hebert– Water Quality  Coordinator Kickapoo.david@gmail.com 
 
Dusty Brown Community Garden Care Taker 
Kickapoo.garden@gmail.com 
 
Jessica Raley Wetland Environmental specialist –
Kickapoo.jessica@gmail.com 
 
Nestoria L Wright—KEO Director Kickapoo.nestor@gmail.com 
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This year at the Community garden things are still moving along. Planting season is upon us and we have been starting 
seeds and preparing the garden area to put some plants in the ground. With the global pandemic COVID 19 keeping us 
apart, and the kids home, now is a wonderful time to start a family garden. Teaching your children how to grow their own 
food and preserve it for later is fun and extremely rewarding.  Gardening not only provides food for your family but also 
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ĂŶĚ�ƐŝĚĞ�ƐŬŝƌƚƐ�ƌĞĂĚǇ�ƚŽ�ŝŶƐƚĂůů͘�dŚĞŶ�ǁĞ�ŶĞĞĚ�ƚŽ�ŝŶƐƚĂůů�ŵŽƌĞ�ŽƵƚůĞƚƐ͕�ƚŚĞ�ĨĂŶƐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƌĞĂƌ�ďƵŝůĚŝŶŐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ŐĞƚ�
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ƐƚĂǇ�ƐĂĨĞ�ŽƵƚ�ƚŚĞƌĞ͘�/Ĩ�ǇŽƵ�ĂƌĞ�Ă�ƐĞŶŝŽƌ�Žƌ�ŽƚŚĞƌǁŝƐĞ�ŝŵŵƵŶŽĐŽŵƉƌŽŵŝƐĞĚ�ƉůĞĂƐĞ�ĐŽŶƚĂĐƚ�ŵĞ�ĂŶĚ�/�ǁŝůů�ĮŐͲ


